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Defend Your Home Against Wildfires
Linda Stephenson, OMGA Rep for Tillamook County
The Oregon Master Gardener Association Leadership
Forum held in Medford on June 8th was on the very timely
subject of Firewise Gardening. The presenter was OSU’s
Kaya Baylog who is the coordinator of My Southern
Oregon Woodlands.
Kaya stated that Oregon is a fire-adapted state. Many
plants and trees have adapted to fires and some actually
need fire to survive. But over the years, large equipment
from WWII was used in the forests and fires were
extinguished very quickly. So over time, fuel loads built
up. Also, people left urban centers to live in rural settings.
More fuel and more people result in larger, more
destructive wildfires.
But homeowners can take steps to help protect the
defensible space around their homes. They can consider
using fire-resistant building materials (i.e. composite
siding vs vinyl siding, metal roof vs cedar shakes).
Wildland fuels around a home can be reduced (arborvitae, rosemary, ornamental grasses, blackberries).
And fire-resistant plants can be used in a landscape. However, fire-resistant does not mean fireproof.
Another consideration is to avoid bark mulch. Compost, gravel or decorative rocks work well. Also, avoid
wooden fences, porches or furniture. Wood piles should not be within 30 feet of a home. Yard
maintenance should include removing dead twigs and branches, cleaning up leaf and needle debris and
removing dead plants.
An online resource with information about choosing plants is PNW 590, Fire Resistant Plants for Home
Landscapes, Selecting plants that may reduce your risk from wildfire. Those who attended the workshop
were also given a checklist to use to rate the fire resistance of other plants.
OMGA president Eric Bosler recorded this presentation. The intent is to record the Leadership Forums
to make them available to chapters to support educational outreach which is an important OMGA goal.
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
I finally have the vegetable garden planted. I backed off on the green beans to two
rows this year just for eating fresh. I counted and have 25 pints canned left from last
year. Much to Bob’s dismay, I once again planted Danish squash. He promptly
notifies me every year about the ‘green glow’ at that end of the garden, i.e. toxic
material on site! I have also planted the basil, so stand by for a ‘Come and Get It’
notice later this summer.
With classes completed and the Plant Sale under our trowels, we can all take a deep breath and spend some
quality time in our own gardens. If you are lamenting the lack of fellowship with your master gardener buddies, or
looking for entertainment for your summer visitors though, there are any number of activities to check out and
opportunities to stay connected.
Garden Tours: Mark and Linda Kuestner are hosting ‘Open Gardens’ at his home in Manzanita. Per Mark: ‘The
garden is new (2+ years old) so people can see what it looks like when you cut some trees down and add compost
and new plants, fertilize and water all the time on sandy soil! The deer and slugs have left a few plants, but the
moles are killing me this season.’ The dates are June 30, July 28 and August 25 from 12-4pm. Their address is 588
Epoh Avenue, Manzanita, OR. 503-772-0163
Marcille Ansorge is conducting public tours of our own Learning Garden. Her next date is Thursday, July 18, at
noon. Gather up the friends and visiting relatives – kids included – pack a brownbag lunch and see what is
happening in the garden.
Do you want to show off your own garden? Do you have some unique plantings, landscape features or challenges
you have succeeded in managing? Or, are you just simply proud of what you have accomplished? Select a date
and invite us all over. I am sure we would all have a little advice we could offer ;)
Markets, Festivals & Clinics: TCMGA will be on hand at the Manzanita, Tillamook and Pacific City Farmers Markets
throughout the summer. Tillamook Market dates are July 6 and 20, August 3 and 17, September 7 and 21.
Manzanita dates are July 19, August 16 and September 6. Pacific City July 7, August 11 and September 1. We will
also be at the Port of Garibaldi Night Market on July 5 from 5pm – 9pm and at the Bay City Pearl Festival on
August 24.
Tillamook County Fair: Keep a few hours open during the Tillamook County Fair – August 7-10 - to spend some
time hosting visitors to our Learning Garden. Thanks to all of you who work weekly in the garden, it is a showcase
for visitors to the Fair and a visual example of what the Master Gardener program is all about. A prime
opportunity to ‘toot our own horn’!
Facebook/Web Page Lead Needed: As Tabitha has embarked on a major project of house building, we are in
need of someone(s) to take the lead on maintaining our presence on Facebook and our website. They are key
tools in reaching the public, i.e. the focus of our organization mission! Any ‘tech savvy’ apprentices out there that
would like to try their hand at promoting the Master Gardener Program?
Monthly Meetings: AND…..joining your fellow Master Gardeners at the monthly meetings is another opportunity
to stay in touch with each other. John and Barb Casteel will be hosting the July 9 meeting. Watch the BLAST for
address details. Potluck, remember! I know meetings can tend to be dry sometimes, but all organizations have
‘business’ to attend to. We need everyone’s participation to keep the wheels turning and I think we are truly
accomplishing our mission. Enjoy your summer!
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CAMMY HICKMAN, TCMGA PRESIDENT

GARDENERS’ TIPS
Reuse Banana Peels
Bananas are full of potassium, potash, calcium, magnesium, sulfur, phosphates
and sodium—nutrients that plants need. They decompose quickly for effective
nutrient delivery and are thought to help plants fight off disease. Some gardeners
toss banana peels into a blender with water to lessen the decomposition wait time.
Roses and tomatoes especially love a banana peel feeding.
~ Marcille

Ansorge

Bee-Killing Pesticides
It’s hard to grow roses here at the damp coast because of the fungus –
mostly black spot, but rust and other problems, too. Several of us use
Bayer’s Rose and Flower Care. I recently received a mailing from the
Natural Resources Defense Council about Bayer’s use of neonics
(imidacloprid and clothianidin) in its products. Both these chemicals pose a
high risk to bees.
Here’s the information from PNW 591, How to Reduce Bee Poisoning
from Pesticides:
Causes of bee poisoning in the Pacific Northwest and California
Highly toxic insecticides with residual toxicity longer than 8 hours are
responsible for most of the bee poisoning incidents reported on the West
Coast, primarily those in the following chemical families:
...
Neonicotinoids (such as clothianidin, imidacloprid, and thiamethoxam)
Imidacloprid, a systemic, has been found in pollen and nectar of bees. Both
are listed as incompatible with bumble bees.
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/pnw591
_1.pdf

Note: Bayer’s fungicide product Serenade contains Bacillus subtilis and is
certified organic.
~ Debbie Lincoln
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A Wrinkle in Thyme
Cris Roberts
Digging Ourselves Out of (or Into) a Hole
Boy do we EVER have lots of experience digging holes around our OYA facility! Just since we
Master Gardeners have been involved, the amount of ground that’s been moved around on this
little green acre could have filled, I’m sure, the old Lake Willbegone that use to sit on the corner
of Main and 3rd Street in downtown Tillamook.
One of our earliest digging adventures began when we dug a deep hole in order to build our
blueberry cages. THAT hole (the hole, not one of US, mind you) punctured a main water line that
shot a geyser like a proverbial fountain of youth into our physical fountain of real youth. Now
that water line is on my master map.
After that, we needed a fairly short, fairly shallow drain line put
into the back portion of our garden compound. Mercifully, nothing
bad happened during that dig. Time went by and we dug a long,
deep ditch along the back side of our greenhouse in order to lay a
new Propane line for our bigger greenhouse heater. We managed
to not hit anything that time. More years went by and it was a
massive, four-foot deep, 100-feet long ditch we dug laying down a
hefty French drain to rid our garden of soggy pathways. That one
took a while and was hard, hard work through clay and gravel.
Now that I think about it, most of the digging projects around here
have been through clay and
gravel!
Next came the new camera line ditch in front of the
greenhouse followed by another French drain ditch in front
of the greenhouse door followed by two more deep holes in
order to secure some tables to cables attached to boards
buried in the ground for security reasons.

Concurrent to that we have a large, wheel-shaped hole
where youth are remodeling an old herb wheel bed,
digging out the very gravely earth and sifting out the
rock. They have almost completed this several-week
project.
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One more current digging project is being performed by one of my hardier, farmer youth. He is
putting in an in-ground pond that is beginning to look, I’m sorry to say, a bit like a massive
grave!
Phew! As I sit here, I am not aware of any other holes, ditches or
trenches that we are in charge of digging, at least in the near
future. These projects have given my psychology-sociology geared
brain a work out. I’ve loved watching the confidence build in
these youth as they plan and tackle physically hard projects. I love
seeing them work as a team, especially given such different
personalities and abilities. I love the quiet conversations that get
going during such times as well as the testosterone-driven
bravado when they muscle their way through something
challenging.
I especially love the analogies of life that are being played out by
them in the process of task completion. Many of them have dug
themselves into holes. Many of them are digging themselves out.
Many of them have just started the latter process. Many of them
are almost there. Many of them will be digging for some time yet. Many of them are about to lay
down their shovels and move on.
Sometimes in life we get to choose the holes we dig, but not always. Sometimes we are told to dig
and we resent the instruction. Sometimes we get really, really dirty. Sometimes not so.
Sometimes we need others to help. Sometimes we just have to toughen up, dig in and do the job
ourselves. Surely these holes in our ground qualify as deep, memory-making markers.
As graduation comes at the end of this week, many of these youth, I’m delighted to say, are filling
in those holes, are about to lay down those shovels, and are truly moving on. THAT is
accomplishment!

Cris Roberts is a Master Gardener, Class of 2002. She is an employee at Trask River High School on the O.Y.A site; she
teaches about gardening—and life—to the young men incarcerated
there. Cris lives in Netarts and moved to Tillamook
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County in 1988.
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Neal Lemery’s Compost Pile
Blue and White, Life and Death

~
One of my first “aha” moments about nature and science occurred in college. I needed a natural
science class and signed up for “Field Biology” which promised overnight field trips all across
Oregon. Wow, college credit for camping out, I thought. The professor, however, was demanding,
and the reading list and lab work were extensive.
I fell in love with what we were doing, and it led to a lifelong passion for the great outdoors.
Our first field trip was to the nearby Camassia Natural Area in West Linn.* What seemed like an
uninviting jumble of basalt and weeds, turned into a treasure
house of fascinating plants and relationships.
It was there that I discovered the intricacies of the Camas family:
good boys and bad boys. At first glance, the two types of camas
looked alike, with one kind having blue flowers and the other kind
white. They grew in the grasslands, adding color.
The vegetation of the two plants looked identical. It was only
during a short, two week blooming period that you could identify
the plants with certainty.

Blue Camas

And, that was important, as the blue camas provided food, and the
white camas would kill you.
Our professor told the story of how the blue camas provided by
natives saved Lewis and Clark from starvation, with its nutritious
bulb that could be turned into flour. And, the story of death, by
digging up the white camas bulb after the bloom had died off,
thinking it was the healthy blue camas, and finding yourself at
death’s door.
“Know your plants” was the lesson of the day. Plant identification
is important!

White Camas

*

h
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Locally, our native prairies are home for camas. Blue camas have
been planted west of the fairgrounds, but are not doing well, due to
periodic mowing.

*https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/places-we-protect/camassia-natural-area/
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From

Sandra Kephart, Oregon Encyclopedia*

The names Camassia, camas, qém’es, quamash, and pasiko, all refer to the group of spring herbs
whose white to blue-purple flowers form spectacular displays in wetlands, grasslands, and oak
savannas in the Pacific Northwest. Camas is a North American plant whose greatest diversity lies in
Oregon, which is home to over 65 percent of the named species.

Pasture infected with meadow
deathcamas

From California to coastal British Columbia, indigenous
peoples used camas bulbs extensively for food, along with
salmon, acorns, and other foodstuff. The bulbs were valued
as sweeteners, and shared or traded as gifts at weddings and
funerals. Tribal families took care to pass down traditional
harvesting sites across generations.
During spring to late summer, women dug the bulbs with
special sticks crafted of wood and animal antlers. Once
harvested, the bulbs might be ground and stored in cake
form.

Meadow deathcamas

During special gatherings, families baked the bulbs in
earthen ‘ovens’ by layering them over hot stones with
branches of native shrubs, herbs, and trees, then cooking the
bulbs until tender and sweet. Tribes actively traded camas,
including the Kalapuyans of the Willamette Valley and the
Nez Perce who, in 1805, shared their bulbs with members of
the Lewis and Clark Expedition, rescuing the party from near
starvation. Although the explorers suffered gastrointestinal
misery from eating camas, Meriwether Lewis returned the
following spring to observe first hand the prolific blooms
that ‘resemble lakes of fine clear water.’ He also collected the
scientific specimen, called a holotype, that today is
associated with the first-discovered, and most common
species of western camas, Camassia quamash.

Today, camas ‘lilies’ are still important culturally and
ecologically, and three of the four Oregon species are available as garden cultivars. In Oregon,
Washington, and British Columbia, camas is used in programs to reintroduce native species for
wetland and prairie restorations. Each year in Oregon, indigenous communities celebrate the camas
harvest to commemorate its role in their cultural history. The presence of camas on many Native
American reservations also attests to its importance during difficult transition times in our history.
Protecting and conserving existing camas populations is increasingly critical since oak savannahs
and wetlands are rapidly being converted for agriculture, housing, and commercial development.
*https://oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/camas/
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From

PNW Bulletin 104, Washington State University

The white camas is lethal. It is sometimes marketed as an ornamental, but it is fatal to cattle and humans.
And, often, the white flowers in spring are the only way to differentiate it from the nutritious blue camas.
Meadow deathcamas (Toxicoscordion venenosum) is also known as soap plant and poison-sego. This plant,
previously known as Zigadenus venenosus, is in the family Melanthiaceae. It is native to North America and
can be found throughout much of western Canada, south to Baja, California. In the Pacific Northwest, this
shade-intolerant plant is a frequent inhabitant of coastal prairies, wet and drying meadows, pastures, stream
banks, roadsides, open forests, grassy hillsides, and rocky bluffs at elevations ranging from 1400 to 8000 feet.
Identification
Meadow deathcamas is a perennial that develops from a 1–1.5 inch long, ovular, onion-like bulb covered with
blackish scales buried 4–6 inches beneath the soil surface. The bulb gives rise to basal, grass-like, V-shaped
leaves edged with stiff hairs. The leaves are 4–15 inches long, 1/8–1/4 inch wide, and gathered around the
base of the stem. The leaf veins run parallel along the length of the leaf blade. The erect, non-branching stem
of mature meadow deathcamas is 6–18 inches high, and supports 3–10 inch long, pointed clusters of greenish
to yellowish-white, six-petaled flowers at its tip. The fruit consists of a dry capsule with three inner
compartments, each producing several seeds. Each light brown seed is approximately 3/16 inch long, flat, and
oval-shaped with a wrinkled surface texture.
Dispersal
Meadow deathcamas regenerates from seeds, bulbs, and bulb offsets. It is one of the first plants to appear in
the spring as early as March. Flowering occurs from April to May at low elevations (1400 feet), and from late
June to July at higher elevations (8000 feet). The plant enters dormancy in response to declining soil
moisture.
Toxicity
The bulbs, leaves, stems, flowers, and seeds of meadow deathcamas are always poisonous to humans and
livestock. Poisoning results from the ingestion of several neuronal, steroidal alkaloids produced in the plant
tissues. These chemical compounds are known to disrupt the impulse-conducting cells found within the
nervous system. Of these chemicals, zygacine is the most abundant and believed to be the most toxic.
Poisonings generally occur during the spring when meadow deathcamas populations are most prevalent and
many desirable forage plant species have yet to appear. Animal poisonings occur on overgrazed sites where
better quality forage has been depleted or when animals are moved and allowed to forage in areas infested
with meadow deathcamas. If there is a paucity of better quality forage plants in the early spring, animals such
as sheep, and to a lesser extent, cattle, horses, fowl, and swine, will often consume significant amounts of
meadow deathcamas; consequently, there may be a higher incidence of mortality during this time. Sheep are
at higher risk of being poisoned because of their greater tendency to select this toxic plant in early spring when
more palatable forage species are limited or grasses are dormant.
Sources
Sultany, M., S. Kephart, and P. Eilers. “Blue flower
of tribal legend: Skye blue petals resemble lakes of
fine, clear water.” Kalmiopsis 14 (2007): 28-35.

Kozloff, E. Plants of Western Oregon, Washington,
and British Columbia. Portland: Timber Press,
2005.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Opportunities for Service Hours
Library Foundation Community Park
Summer 2019.
Contact Neal at nealclemery@gmail.com

Garibaldi Night Market, Friday, July 5
Plant Clinic: 5 – 9 pm.
Contact tillamookmastergardener@gmail.com

Extension Office Update

Tillamook Farmers Market, Saturday July 6
and Saturday July 20

OSU has not yet made a decision on
filling Joy’s job.

Contact Jake, Betty at jakeandbettylyons@hotmail.com

Pacific City Farmers Market, Sunday, July 7
Contact Pam at drpamster@gmail.com

The TILLER will not be published
until there is an agent on-site.

Manzanita Farmers Market, Friday, July 19
Contact Pam at Mark at mkuestner10@gmail.com

FOR SALE

County Fair, August 7 - 10
Staff the Learning Garden, help Evelynn with flower
arranging and clerk training.
Contact Linda at ltstephenson49@gmail.com or
Evelynn at evonfeldt1@charter.net

Bay City Pearl Festival, Saturday, August 24
Plant Clinic: 5 – 9 pm.
Contact tillamookmastergardener@gmail.com

Wire dog kennel (never used)
$35
42” deep, 28” wide, 30” high
Front opening, safety open door
Collapsible, stow/carry
(52 lb. lab for scale only, not included!)

Kudos from the
June Board Meeting


Jake & Betty Lyons for
hosting the Board Meeting



Everyone who put together
the retirement party for
Joy

Contact Linda Stephenson
(503) 842-7660
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About OMGA
An on-going column on the statewide Master Gardener program: what it does,
who’s involved and how it works

At the most recent Oregon Master Gardeners Association Board meeting, the directors discussed
communications between OMGA and local chapters – and concluded that many members
around the state are unaware of OMGA’s programs and what it does to assist chapters. So, with
contributions by Linda Stephenson (TCMGA’s OMGA representative) and others involved with
OMGA, I plan to include a page on what our statewide association is up to. Longer articles will
appear quarterly (following Board meetings), shorter articles whenever there’s news to report.
Linda’s article (page 1) is the first. See below for another example.
Let me know what you think! And what you want to hear about.

OSU MASTER GARDENER™ PROGRAM ENDOWMENT
Did you know there’s a fund-raising initiative to ensure the Master Gardener program continues
to grow? I didn’t. Here’s the information:
Launched in 2004 by OMGA, OSU Extension and the College of Agricultural Sciences
Goal is to raise $1,000,000 so the interest can be used to support the program
$150,000 has been raised so far from OMGA, local chapters and individual Master
Gardeners
$1.8 million in estate pledges have already been made. The money will be available from the
estates of the individuals who pledged.
The Clackamas County Master Gardener Association has pledged $25,000, payable over 5
years
You can contribute to the OSU Master Gardener™ Program Endowment by visiting the
Oregon State University Foundation website
All contributions to the Endowment are tax-deductible
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TCMGA OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Appointed Chairs
Annual Committees

Elected Officers
President
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Historian
OMGA Rep
OMGA Alt Rep
Class Rep 2017
Class Rep 2018

Cammy Hickman
Karen Sarnacker
Sarah Ostermiller
Nika Van Tilburg
Neal Lemery
Arla Ayers
Jake Lyons
Linda Stephenson
LeRoy Satter
Jerilee Henderson
Kristy Lund

Audit
Awards
Banquet
Budget

Communications/
Webmaster/Publicity
Grants
Hospitality

Extension Agent

Membership

Vacant

Mentors
Mini-College
Nominating

Special Projects
Gardening Day Camp
OYA
Native Plant Garden
Educational Programs

Vacant
Evelynn VonFeldt
Marilyn Perl
Linda Stephenson
Arla Ayers

Standing Committees
Learning Garden
Thymes Newsletter
Tiller Newsletter

Linda Stephenson
Jamie Sinnott, Asst.
Deborah Lincoln
Laura Swanson

Photo Contest
Picnic
Plant Clinics North
South
Tillamook
Plant Sale
Projects
Pruning Day
Scholarships
Tour 2020
Volunteers

Email addresses
General
Thymes

Terri Southwick
Deb Lincoln
Karen Sarnacker
Cammy Hickman
Nika Van Tilburg
Cammy Hickman
Sarah Ostermiller
Cammy Hickman
Vacant
Neal Lemery
Nika Van Tilburg
Betty Lyons
Sharon Hundley
Jerilee Henderson
Sarah Ostermiller
Linda Stephenson
TBA
Neal Lemery
Karen Sarnacker
Jake Lyons
Linda Stephenson
Mark Kuestner
Tim & Pam Burke
Jake & Betty Lyons
Sarah Ostermiller
Karen Sarnacker
Sarah Ostermiller
Barb Casteel
Neal Lemery
Sarah Ostermiller
Barb Casteel
Evelynn VonFeldt

Web Pages

tillamookmastergardener@gmail.com
dslincoln51@gmail.com

https://tillamookmastergardeners.com/
https://www.facebook.com/tillamookmastergardeners

JULY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 4

Holiday: Office Closed

July 5

Garibaldi Night Market, 5 – 9 pm

July 6 & 20

Tillamook Farmers’ Market

July 7

Pacific City Farmers’ Market

July 9

TCMGA Board Meeting, 10 am – 12:30, Casteels’ home

July 18

Learning Garden Tour and Brown Bag Lunch, 12 noon

July 19

Manzanita Farmers’ Market

July 28

Tour, Mark & Linda Kuestner’s Garden, 12 – 4 pm
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